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 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

 

 

 

Coverage 

 

Understanding of their 

past and family 

 

People who help us 

Comparing objects from 

the past with the present 

day (topic related) 

Great Fire of London 

 

Polar explorers 

 

Victorian Era different to 

our lives.  

Columbus and Armstrong 

 

Castles 

 

Mary Seacole and Edith 

Cavell 

Maya 

 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

Egyptians 

 

Romans 

Anglo-Saxons 

 

Vikings 

 

Guildford 

Ancient Greeks 

 

Power and the People 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

Begin to make sense of 

their own life story Talk 

about the lives of the 

people around them and 

their roles in society 

Know some similarities 

and differences between 

things in the past and 

now, drawing on their 

experiences and what has 

been read in class Can 

recall celebration 

days/anniversaries for 

events that happened in 

the past Can begin to 

identify the main 

differences between old 

and new objects 

Can explain how their 

local area was different in 

the past Can appreciate 

that some people from 

the past have helped our 

lives be better today Can 

recognise that we 

celebrate certain events, 

such as bonfire night, 

because of what 

happened many years ago 

Can give examples of 

things that are different in 

their life from that of their 

grandparents when they 

were young Can recount 

the life of someone 

famous from Britain e.g. 

Samuel Pepys who lived in 

the past giving attention 

to what they did earlier 

and what they did later. 

Can recount some 

interesting facts from an 

historical event, such as 

The Great Fire of London  

Can explain why Britain 

has a special history by 

naming some significant 

famous events and 

people- Armistice/Guy 

Fawkes Can recount some 

interesting facts from 

historical events of 

international significance, 

such as first space 

flight/moon landing… Can 

explain why someone in 

the past acted in the way 

they did- Guy Fawkes, 

Florence Nightingale Can 

use knowledge of 

different famous people 

to compare aspects of life 

in different periods Can 

recount some interesting 

facts about famous people 

who have contributed to 

national and international 

achievements.  

Maya  

A study of the Maya 

people, including a 

comparison on the 

location, climate and 

culture of the rainforest. 

 

Stone Age to Iron Age  

A comparison over time  

 

Find out about everyday 

lives of people in time 

studied  

Compare with our life 

today  

Identify reasons for and 

results of people’s actions  

Understand why people 

may have had to do 

something 

Study change through the 

lives of significant 

individuals (e.g. Queen 

Elizabeth I and Queen 

Elizabeth II)  

Ancient Egyptians  

A study of the location 

and culture of the ancient 

Egyptian, including the 

religious beliefs and 

traditions. 

 

Romans  

A study of the locations 

and growth of the Roman 

empire, including 

important historical 

figures. 

Find out about everyday 

lives of people in time 

studied  

Compare with our life 

today  

Identify reasons for and 

results of people’s actions  

Understand why people 

may have had to do 

something 

Study change through the 

lives of significant 

individuals (e.g. Queen 

Anglo Saxons  

England from the Romans, 

developing understanding 

of invaders, raiders and 

settlers 

 

Vikings  

Development of modern 

idea of kingdom, location, 

literature and life. 

 

Local History (Guildford)  

How Guildford has 

developed with a focus on 

trade, location and 

formation 

 

Find out about everyday 

lives of people in time 

studied  

Compare with our life 

today  

Identify reasons for and 

results of people’s actions  

Ancient Greeks  

Life in 5th Century Greek 

city states 

 

Power and the People  

Study of the Monarchy 

post 1066 with a focus on 

William I, Richard I, John 

 

Find out about everyday 

lives of people in time 

studied  

Compare with our life 

today  

Identify reasons for and 

results of people’s actions  

Understand why people 

may have had to do 

something 

Study change through the 

lives of significant 

individuals (e.g. Queen 

Elizabeth I and Queen 

Elizabeth II)  
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Use evidence to 

reconstruct life in time 

studied  

Identify key features and 

events  

Look for links and effects 

in time studied  

Offer a reasonable 

explanation for some 

events  

Develop a broad 

understanding of ancient 

civilisations  

Study different aspects of 

life of different people – 

differences between men 

and women 

Examine causes and 

results of great events and 

the impact on people 

compare life in early and 

late times studied  

Compare an aspect of life 

with the same aspect in 

another period  

find about beliefs, 

behaviour and 

characteristics of people, 

recognising that not 

everyone shares the same 

views and feelings 

Compare beliefs and 

behaviour with another 

period studied  

Write another explanation 

of a past event in terms of 

cause and effect using 

evidence to support and 

illustrate their explanation  

Elizabeth I and Queen 

Elizabeth II)  

Use evidence to 

reconstruct life in time 

studied  

Identify key features and 

events  

Look for links and effects 

in time studied  

Offer a reasonable 

explanation for some 

events  

Develop a broad 

understanding of ancient 

civilisations  

Study different aspects of 

life of different people – 

differences between men 

and women 

Examine causes and 

results of great events and 

the impact on people 

compare life in early and 

late times studied  

Compare an aspect of life 

with the same aspect in 

another period   

Find about beliefs, 

behaviour and 

characteristics of people, 

recognising that not 

everyone shares the same 

views and feelings 

Compare beliefs and 

behaviour with another 

period studied  

Write another explanation 

of a past event in terms of 

cause and effect using 

Understand why people 

may have had to do 

something 

Study change through the 

lives of significant 

individuals (e.g. Queen 

Elizabeth I and Queen 

Elizabeth II) 

Use evidence to 

reconstruct life in time 

studied  

Identify key features and 

events  

Look for links and effects 

in time studied  

Offer a reasonable 

explanation for some 

events  

Develop a broad 

understanding of ancient 

civilisations  

Study different aspects of 

life of different people – 

differences between men 

and women 

Examine causes and 

results of great events and 

the impact on people 

compare life in early and 

late times studied  

Compare an aspect of life 

with the same aspect in 

another period  

Find about beliefs, 

behaviour and 

characteristics of people, 

recognising that not 

everyone shares the same 

views and feelings 

Use evidence to 

reconstruct life in time 

studied  

Identify key features and 

events  

Look for links and effects 

in time studied  

Offer a reasonable 

explanation for some 

events  

Develop a broad 

understanding of ancient 

civilisations  

Study different aspects of 

life of different people – 

differences between men 

and women 

Examine causes and 

results of great events and 

the impact on people 

compare life in early and 

late times studied  

Compare an aspect of life 

with the same aspect in 

another period   

Find about beliefs, 

behaviour and 

characteristics of people, 

recognising that not 

everyone shares the same 

views and feelings 

Compare beliefs and 

behaviour with another 

period studied  

Write another explanation 

of a past event in terms of 

cause and effect using 

evidence to support and 

illustrate their explanation  
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Know key dates, 

characters and events of 

time studied  

Compare and contrast 

ancient civilisations 

evidence to support and 

illustrate their explanation  

Know key dates, 

characters and events of 

time studied  

Compare and contrast 

ancient civilisations 

Compare beliefs and 

behaviour with another 

period studied  

Write another explanation 

of a past event in terms of 

cause and effect using 

evidence to support and 

illustrate their explanation  

Know key dates, 

characters and events of 

time studied  

Compare and contrast 

ancient civilisations 

Know key dates, 

characters and events of 

time studied  

Compare and contrast 

ancient civilisations 

Chronology Can retell a simple past 

event in correct order 

(e.g. went down slide, 

hurt finger) 

Can talk about past and 

present events in own life 

and in the lives of family 

members. Understand the 

past through settings, 

characters and events 

encountered in books Can 

tell others about things 

that happened when they 

were little  

Can recognise that a story 

that is read to them may 

have happened a long 

time ago Can understand 

that some objects 

belonged to the past Can 

retell a familiar story set in 

the past Can explain how 

they have changed since 

they were born  

Can use a range of 

appropriate words and 

phrases to describe the 

past Can sequence a set of 

events in chronological 

order and give reason for 

their order  

Place the time studied on 

a timeline 

Sequence events or 

artefacts 

Use dates related to the 

passing of time 

Place events from period 

studied on a timeline 

Use terms related to the 

period and begin to date 

events 

Understand more complex 

terms e.g. BCE/AD 

Place current study on 

timeline in relation to 

other studies 

Know and sequence key 

events of time studied 

Use relevant terms and 

periods labels 

Relate current studies to 

previous studies 

Make comparisons 

between different times in 

history 

Place current study on 

timeline in relation to 

other studies 

Use relevant dates and 

terms 

Sequence up to ten events 

on a timeline 

Historical 

Interpretation and 

Enquiry 

Can comment and ask 

questions about aspects 

of their familiar world. 

Begin to make sense of 

their own family’s history. 

Talk about the lives of the 

people around them and 

their roles in society. 

Can ask and answer 

questions about old and 

new objects Can spot old 

and new things in a 

picture Can answer 

questions using an 

artefact/ photograph 

provided  

Can give a plausible 

explanation about what 

an object was used for in 

the past 

Can answer questions 

using a range of artefacts/ 

photographs provided Can 

find out more about a 

famous person from the 

past and carry out some 

research Can find out 

something about the past 

Can answer questions by 

using a specific source, 

such as an information 

book 

Can research the life of a 

famous person/event 

from the past using 

different resources to help 

them Can research about 

a famous event that 

happens in Britain and 

why it has been 

happening for some time 

Can research the life of 

Identify and give reasons 

for different ways in which 

the past is represented 

Distinguish between 

different sources and 

evaluate their usefulness 

Look at representations of 

the period – museum, 

cartoons etc  

Use a range of sources to 

find out about a period  

·Look at the evidence 

available 

Begin to evaluate the 

usefulness of different 

sources 

Use of textbooks and 

historical knowledge 

Use evidence to build up a 

picture of a past event  

·Compare accounts of 

events from different 

sources. Fact or fiction 

Offer some reasons for 

different versions of 

events 

Begin to identify primary 

and secondary sources  

Use evidence to build up a 

picture of life in time 

studied  

Link sources and work out 

how conclusions were 

arrived at 

Consider ways of checking 

the accuracy of 

interpretations – fact or 

fiction and opinion 

Be aware that different 

evidence will lead to 

different conclusions 

Confident use of the 

library etc. for research 
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by talking to an older 

person  

someone who used to live 

in their area using the 

Internet and other sources 

to find out about them  

Observe small details – 

artefacts, pictures  

Select and record 

information relevant to 

the study  

Begin to use the library, e-

learning for research  

Ask and answer questions 

 

Choose relevant material 

to present a picture of one 

aspect of life in time past  

Ask a variety of questions  

Use the library, e-learning 

for research 

 

Select relevant sections of 

information  

Confident use of library, e-

learning, research 

 

Recognise primary and 

secondary sources  

Use a range of sources to 

find out about an aspect 

of time past. Suggest 

omissions and the means 

of finding out 

Bring knowledge gathering 

from several sources 

together in a fluent 

account 

 

Identity Who am I  Who am I? Am I different 

from people in the past  

How was Victorian life 

different to mine. 

How things were different 

for Columbus and 

Armstrong. How things 

were different for Seacole 

and Cavell  

How was Mayan Life 

different from mine? 

Who were the Egyptians? 

Who were the Romans? 

How have the Anglo-

Saxons and Vikings shaped 

who I am today? 

What did it mean to be an 

Athenian citizen? 

What does it mean to be a 

citizen in modern Britain? 

Contrast life in Athens and 

Sparta 

Contrast citizen and slave 

 

What influence did 

‘foreign’ monarchs have 

on English/British 

identity? 

Power People who help us People who help us 

Guy Fawkes Night 

Queen Victoria compared 

to King George  

The effect of colonisation 

on the native americans 

Why castles were built. 

What power did a Mayan 

ruler have? 

Contrast between 

pharaoh and slave 

Invaders - how did they 

get and maintain power? 

Democracy - changing 

power? Who has power in 

modern Britain? 

How did we get to a 

modern democracy - 

Magna Carta, execution of 

Charles I etc. 

Power of the Persian 

Empire 
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Exploration and 

Settlement 

  Polar explorers  Columbus and Armstrong  Mayan cities Egyptian and Roman 

civilisation  

Roman impact on Britain 

(both then and what we 

can still see today) 

Anglo-Saxon and Viking 

invaders - why did they 

invade? where did they 

settle (and why)? 

Life in a Greek city state 

(contrast Athens to 

Sparta) 

Persian invasions 

Innovation    How London changed 

after GFoL 

How polar travel is 

different now than 100yrs 

ago 

What exists to make our 

lives easier than in 

Victorian England 

How travel was different 

for Columbus and 

Armstrong How castles 

changed and why 

How has nursing changed?  

 What the Romans brought 

to Britain 

 Concept of democracy  

Vocabulary Baby, little, now, mummy, 

daddy, grandparent,  

police, firefighter, doctor, 

nurse, teacher ,  

Today, yesterday, 

tomorrow, now, the past, 

old, new, long time ago, 

Bonfire night, Guy Fawkes, 

houses of parliament, 

black history month, 

Martin Luther King, 

remembrance day, poppy, 

Jesus, windmill, steam 

train, hot air balloon, 

Who, what, I can see, I 

wonder  

before, after, past, 

present, then and now, 

the future, year, dates, 

earliest, latest, modern, 

long ago, timeline  

Great fire of London, 

Samuel Pepys,1666, 

pudding lane, fire chain, 

Ernest Shackleton, Polar 

explorers, expeditions, 

Victorian, Queen Victoria, 

similar, different, compare 

Detective, diary, evidence 

artefact, when, memory,  

century, chronological, 

era, period, 

Christopher Columbus, 

voyage, space race, Apollo 

11 mission, Neil 

Armstrong, Castle, battle, 

invade, Normans, Motte 

and bailey, keep and 

bailey, Medieval, Middle 

Ages, attack, defend, 

Battle of Hastings William 

the Conqueror, Florence 

Nightingale, Mary Seacole, 

Crimean war 

Why, source, opinion, 

research, recount,  

Maya  

Ancient  

Civilisation  

Past, after, before, 

during, while  

 

Stone Age, Bronze Age, 

Iron Age  

 

Past, after, before, during, 

while  

 

Celts, fort, flint, 

prehistoric, mammoth, 

camp, neolithic, hill-fort, 

torc, farmers, warrior, 

druid, battle, tribe, 

settlement 

Egypt, river Nile, black silt, 

floodplains, fertile land, 

irrigation, farming, Ahket, 

Peret, Shemu, papyrus, 

mummification, canopic 

jars, burial chamber, 

sarcophagus. 

 

Empire, founding, 

emperor, dictator, 

conquer, Legion, century, 

centurion, legionaries, 

auxiliaries, Julius Caesar, 

Emperor Hadrian, 

Hadrian’s wall, Antonine’s 

wall, Caledonia, Iceni 

tribe, Boudicca, mosaics 

Scandinavia, explorers, 

colonise, evidence, raid, 

accounts, seaborne, 

navigation, symmetrical, 

reputation, volatile, 

descendant. 

Chronology  

Democracy  

Citizen  

City state  

Philosopher  

Olympiad  

Myth  

Reliability  

Usefulness  

Primary 

Secondary  

Monarchy  

Witan  

Tyranny  

Industrial revolution  

Reliability  
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Usefulness  

Magna Carta  

 


